168
It remains to consider the legislative work done by   the
Council.    Twelve Bills were passed into
egisa on.             ja^ fl^^g the  September session  of
1917, or more than twice the average of the five years preceding.
As stated above twelve and eleven Bills were passed during the
succeeding Delhi and  Simla sessions respectively.    The more
important measures are worthy of individual examination.
Under the   head  of   War   Measures
Measures.           may ^e groupe(j the Acts which imme-
diately follow.
The Indian Transfer of Ships Eestriction Act, which supple-
ments the provisions of the English Act, prohibits the transfer
or mortgage of British ships or shares therein to foreign controlled
companies.
Various Acts were passed to amend the Indian Defence
Force Act of 1917. One enabled the recruitment for general
military service of non-European British subjects to be re-opened
from time to time in specified areas. Another enabled any
European British subject above the age of 50 years to place
his services voluntarily at the disposal of Government if he
desired to do so. A third provided for the liability of persons
enrolled in the Force to serve without the limits of India as well
as within those limits, and to be subject when so serving to the
Indian Defence Force Act.
An important measure was the Indian Non-ferrous Metal
Industry Act, which extends to British India the principles
of the law on the subject introduced in the United Kingdom.
Its object was to prevent the subjects of States then at war
with His Majesty from obtaining control during the period of
the war and for five years thereafter over any business connected
with certain non-ferrous metals and metallic ores. A similar
policy lay behind the Indian Companies (Foreign Interests) Act
which closely follows an Act passed in the United Kingdom, and
is intended to prevent companies, which have adopted articles
of association restricting the possibility of enemy control, from
altering those articles of association without the consent of the
Governor-General in Council.